
SBS sectoral approach on PPE and Textile Care 
standardisation

SBS Forum on PPE and Textile Care standardisation

Representing SME interests in the setting of EU regulation and standards

Brussels 7th November 2018



Economic 

importance of SMEs

Underrepresentation of 

SMEs in standardisation

Establishment of

Legislative Framework

Regulation (EU) 1025/2012



Mission of SBS

1. represent the interests of SMEs in the 
standardisation process at European 
level

2. raise their awareness about 
standardisation and its benefits

3. support their involvement in the 
standardisation process



Sectors covered by SBS

Construction
Cosmetics
Respiratory Devices
Electrical Installations
Ergonomics
Furniture
ICT
Insulation material
Lifts
Machinery
Management
Occupational Health 
and Safety
Pyrotechnic

Road Vehicles
Textiles and footwear
Tourism
Transport systems and 
navigation
Welding
Wood



Support SMEs that manufacture, distribute and maintain PPE as well as 
hygiene and sterilisation services for textiles and medical devices. 

SBS sectoral approach on PPE and 
Textile Care standardisation

• European PPE market is estimated to be over €10 billion
• Protective clothing and gloves are the “predominant textile-based 

sectors” of the PPE market in Europe
• ~200,000 jobs linked to the PPE and Textile Care industry
• Mostly SMEs - operating at local level in a rapidly expanding market
• Evolving EU regulatory framework



DTV - Deutsche 
Textilreinigungs-Verband

German SME association whose mission is to 
represent the interests of its members vis-à-
vis society, politics and trade unions. 

Among the 800 members of DTV 97% are 
SMEs with an average size of 30 employees.

The members represent a wide variety of 
companies active in the textile care industry 
from a traditional small drycleaner up to a 
professional medium-sized textile service 
company.

SME Safety

The European association SMEs that 
manufacture safety products. 

SME Safety is an interest group active in the 
EU policy and standardisation debate and 
promotes the interests of European SMEs in 
the safety sector. 

SME Safety was established in 2013 by 
founding members from the following 
countries: Germany, Italy, France, Spain and 
Czech Republic.



Main activities/1

Analysis of SME-relevant matters concerning the 
implementation of the PPE Regulation and Medical 
Devices Regulation

• EC PPE Working 

Group

• CEN-CENELEC PPE 

Sector Forum

• CEN-CENELEC 

Advisory Board for 

Healthcare Standards



Main activities/2

Engaging with national SME associations and SMEs 
to develop sectoral positions



Main activities/3

Elaboration of technical information and 
dissemination of SME-targeted information



Main activities/4

Organising SBS PPE and Textile Care Forum and free 
seminars for SMEs
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