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Standards are everywhere 
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CEN – European Committee for 
Standardization

CENELEC – European Committee 
for Electrotechnical Standardization

ETSI – European 
Telecommunications Standards 
Institute

3 ESOs (i.e. recognized by EU)
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Fundamentals – CEN and CENELEC 
standards are…

• Based on the national delegation 
principle

• Representing a consensus among all interested 

parties, including industry & SMEs and 

societal stakeholders

• Voluntary

• Developed by independent organizations
clearly distinct from authorities
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CEN & CENELEC Standardization 
Sectors and Topics

CEN

Bio-based products

Chemicals

Construction

Food 

Heating, Ventilation &  

Air Conditioning

Materials

Nanotechnologies

Pressure equipment

Services

Textiles

CEN & CENELEC

Air and Space

Consumer products

Electric Vehicles 

Energy and utilities

Health and safety

Healthcare

ICT

Machinery safety

Measurement

Medical equipment

Railways

Security and Defence

Smart Grids / Smart Meters

Transport and Packaging

CENELEC

Electrical engineering

Electromagnetic 

Compatibility (EMC)

Fibre-optic 

communications

Fuel Cells

Household Electrical 

Appliances

Solar (photovoltaic) 

electricity systems

Cross-sectoral issues

Accessibility |   Environmental Protection    |   Energy-efficiency (Eco-Design)
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CEN-CENELEC Work Programme 2018

Most significant 
standardization 
activities to be 
developed in 2018

link

I. Soetaert
SBS Experts Meeting 2018-02-13
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- TCs 

- work programmes

- standardization requests 

- links to sector pages on 

the CEN or CENELEC 

website
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PPE

✓ CEN-CENELEC Sector Forum on PPE

✓ Respiratory protective devices (CEN/TC 79)

✓ Eye protective equipment (CEN/TC 85)

✓ Head protection (CEN/TC 158)

✓ Hearing protectors (CEN/TC 159)

✓ Protection against falls from height including working belts 
(CEN/TC 160)

✓ Foot and leg protectors (CEN/TC 161)

✓ Protective clothing including hand and arm protection and 
lifejackets (CEN/TC 162)

✓ Sports, playground and other recreational facilities and 
equipment (CEN/TC 136)

✓ Equipment and tools for live working (CLC/TC 78)

http://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:6062&cs=1FE6D4AE51AA3AA72A7024518C8767D1B
http://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:6068&cs=1EF9F4CCD5B7DA4AD3476F91D619EB702
http://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:6139&cs=11460F8B6D888488ABE4952D12E21572F
http://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:6140&cs=10641E08619AC862A0D90D50CB46B8652
http://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:6141&cs=1EC9CEE8B375802D61BB247B2F718D4EE
http://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:6142&cs=19558685DF5F40E1F26956AB43EBB330E
http://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:6143&cs=1172B5BBB1F1411294D97D98575DE977D
http://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:6118&cs=140D1E450C7DC51CB3C0584A5BE0EEB78
http://www.cenelec.eu/dyn/www/f?p=104:7:3367505226934601::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:1257169,25
http://www.cenelec.eu/dyn/www/f?p=104:7:3367505226934601::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:1257169,25
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Textiles and textile products 

Textiles and textile products (CEN/TC 248)

M/532 – Methods for quantitative analysis of 
textile products 

M/553 – Advanced garments and ensembles of 
garments that provide protection against heat 
and flame, with integrated smart textiles and 
non-textile elements 

http://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:6229&cs=1CD56AD35AEB8C1A2E7CEE2BB715CAB9F
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Supporting European legislation

17619

80%

4284

20%

CEN-CENELEC - Portfolio - Relation to OJEU

Not for citation in the OJEU

Cited or to be cited in the OJEU
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Who we are
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CEN & ISO: Vienna Agreement
CENELEC & IEC: Frankfurt Agreement

basic principles 

➢ the primacy of international standards

➢ participants at the process adhere to values both CEN 
and ISO are committed to

➢ that there might be particular needs for standards 
in EU for which a need has not been recognised at the 
international level or which are urgently needed

- 15
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CEN – ISO: Vienna Agreement  

30% of the 
CEN 

standards 
portfolio is 
identical to 

ISO
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CENELEC-IEC: Frankfurt Agreement 

68% of the 
CENELEC 
standards 
portfolio is 

identical to IEC 
6% is based on 

IEC
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Cooperation with SBS
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Partnership Agreement
CEN/CENELEC and SBS

• Cooperation to strengthen EU standardization 
system and facilitate adoption of European 
Standards

• SBS observership at level of governing bodies 

• SBS participation at Technical Committee (TC) 
and Working Group (WG) level
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SBS participation / communication 
channels

✓General Assemblies

✓Technical Boards

✓CEN-CENELEC SME-WG: policy 
group

✓Technical Committees and WGs

✓CEN-CENELEC Management 
Centre

• Operational aspects 

• Concerns

• Trainings
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Europe CEN - CENELEC 

EC

Partners

NSB NSB NSB NSB NSB NSB NSB NSBNSB NSBNational

Affiliates

In addition to national delegation 
principle

Certification

Bodies

Standards Users

Enforcement

Bodies

Educational 

Bodies

Professional 

institutions

Research 

Organizations

Trades Unions
Consumer 

Bodies
Government

Departments

EFTA

SBS

SMEs



© CEN-CENELEC 2018 - 22

I. Soetaert

SBS PPE and textile care (2018-11-07)

Standards development process
Step by step

Proposal - evaluation and decision

Drafting and consensus building

Public enquiry – generation of comments

Consideration & resolution of comments

Approval of the standard

Publication

1

2

3

4

5

6
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• Online SME Toolbox of Solutions + national toolboxes (CEN CENELEC)

• Dedicated SME web pages 

• SME helpdesks CEN CENELEC & Network of 43 national SME helpdesks

• SME monthly newsletter (subscribe)

• Social networking: LinkedIn ‘SMEs and Standards’ 

• CEN-CENELEC Guide 17 for writing standards taking into account SME 
needs (27 languages)

• Brochures and leaflets

– Standards and your business

– Including SMEs in standardisation (26 languages) 

– SMEs and Standards: Guide to the European Standardization System

– Standardization for SMEs: Building on the Benefits

Useful links

http://www.cencenelec.eu/sme/std/Pages/default.aspx
http://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=CENWEB:5:::NO:::
http://www.cenelec.eu/dyn/www/f?p=WEB:5:1489924897952301:::::
http://www.cencenelec.eu/sme/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:sme@cencenelec.eu
http://www.cencenelec.eu/sme/Helpdesk/NationalContacts/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cencenelec.eu/helpers/Pages/Subscribe.aspx
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/SMEs-Standards-4318160?gid=4318160&invID=157167932&sharedKey=dRkxurOh&mboxItemID=13498584&csrfToken=ajax:8516084003887164899&goback=.mid_I13498584*4205_*1&report.success=CPpYmFUCw2vGl57Yd5XeG1mZ_tJwW_iP2EQnLKraiC6XoiQFUTS_LQrI_Hj_ohBmgeUjpontjugLKU-heyD87XqgsCsUv_WNt0_yfPqxButkvU-mNCbG9KhxBussnBeYRsosjmh2ugCsOaLEaJLjvmLxTjlQniQFtkLyLbiRi85bQen-atLr3QqzwgHsQaRcY6LLfQQE_CpSoheJlTosKZ-4O2C9prbZRTYr9SiRigAwnNeqRMDk9K-2wgzUsJrPUT1T5KqtwH2KpB7RUw8MIYP_
http://www.cencenelec.eu/sme/smenews/Pages/guide17.aspx
http://www.cencenelec.eu/News/Publications/Publications/Standards-and-your-business_2013-09.pdf
http://www.cencenelec.eu/sme/news/publications/Publications/IncludingSMEsin Standardisation_UK.pdf
ftp://ftp.cencenelec.eu/EN/SMEs/News/Publications/SMEs.pdf
ftp://ftp.cencenelec.eu/EN/SMEs/News/Publications/StandardizationforSMEs.pdf
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eLearning tool for SMEs

• developed in close cooperation with SBS 

• Aimed at 

• entrepreneurs 

• people who work for SMEs

• Purpose:

• Learn about standards and standardization

• Get involved in standardization

• Available in 23 languages 
(www.cencenelec.eu/sme/elearning) 

http://www.cencenelec.eu/sme/elearning
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Thank you 
for your attention!

Questions?

www.cencenelec.eu/sme www.sbs-sme.eu

http://www.cencenelec.eu/
http://www.sbs-sme.eu/

